
2. NOVANET  
If there is no electronic full text available, simply click 
on the “GO” button to search Novanet for the title of 
the journal the article appears in. 
 

 
 

 If the journal is available in Novanet, the “Search 
Results” screen will indicate how and where to find it: 
 

 
 

 If the journal is not available through Novanet, a 
message indicating this will appear: 
 

 
 

3. DOCUMENT DELIVERY 
If you have done these steps, and you are still unable 
to  
find a copy of the journal article, submit a request 
through Document Delivery. 
 

 
 

 Use your DalCard barcode and your library password to  
login and the form should be filled in for you already.  
 

 
 

 Remember to select your library and notification method, 
and submit the form.   

 

If you are still having trouble finding journal articles, or need 
more assistance, find your subject specialist at 
http://libguides.library.dal.ca, or drop by the library 
reference desk for more help.  
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What This Guide Does 
 
This Guide will provide you with step-by-step instructions 
for how to find a journal article. 
 

 
What Is a Journal Article? 

 
Journal articles provide current, in-depth, topical information 
that has been written and (usually) reviewed by experts. 

 
 

Do you have a citation? 
 

If you have an article citation already, try searching for the 
journal title in Novanet.  Click on the Journals / Serials tab 
and conduct your search.  Novanet compiles print and 
electronic resources, so this is the best place to start if you 
have a citation. 
 

 

 
Step 1: Choose a Database 

 
If you are trying to find citations, the best place to start is 
in a journal article database. Select the database that best 
suits your research needs and subject. There are a 
number of ways to choose a database.   
 
From the Dalhousie Libraries Homepage, choose your 
Subject from the Dropdown Menu: 
 

 
Select your subject and navigate to the “Databases” or 
“Article databases” in the subject guide: 
 



 
 

This will bring you to a list of databases relevant to your 
subject and in many cases, there will be appropriate help 
guides for each database too: 
 

 
 

You can also click on Databases under Related Pages to 
search for a database by name, or use Prowler to search 
across all Dalhousie databases (Note: Prowler can cause 
problems in Firefox.  For optimum results, use Internet 
Explorer): 
 

 
 
Trouble? 

 Are you connecting from off-campus? A window will pop up when you 
click on the Databases or Prowler link. Simply enter the same 
username and password you use to access My.Dal (your email). 

 
 

Step 2: Search Database for Article Citations 
 
The second step is to search your chosen database for 
citations of journal articles related to your topic.   
 
Try building a list of keywords to search the database 
with.   
 
Consider subjects, authors, dates, and any other 
information helpful for your search.  
  

If you require assistance with searching ask for help at the 
Reference Desk. The Library also provides search guides 
for a number of databases.  Look for these guides in the 
Sexton Library or online at http://www.library.dal.ca/How/ 

 
Step 3: Find the article 

 

After finding citations of articles you wish to read, you then 
need to locate the actual articles.  To locate the articles you 
must determine the location and format of the journal the 
article was published in.  

 
There are three ways to locate journal articles: in full-text, 
through Novanet, and via Document Delivery.   
 

Many of the databases use a standard  
button to help navigate these choices.  Citations that 
contain this button may look something like this: 
 

  
 
When you click on the button, you will be redirected to a 
screen with various options for obtaining that article: 
 

 
 
1. FULL-TEXT ACCESS  

If the article is available in electronic full-text, there will 
be an option to find it this way.  Click on the “GO” 
button to launch the article in a new window. 
 

 Full-text articles can be read within a database, printed 
out, saved to disk, or e-mailed.  
 

 If there is no electronic full text available the screen will 
indicate this: 

 
 

 
 


