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BRIEF

TO THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON HEALTH SERVICES
from
DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
October, 1961

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Royal Commission on
Health Services:

1. Introduction Dalhousie University is pleased to have
the opportunity of presenting a brief to the Royal Commission
on Health Services. Our staff has a natural interest in the
health and welfare of these Atlantic Provinces. The Uni-
versity’'s activities in numerous fields are closely related to
those of the community. However, our main responsibility,
so far as it touches upon the interests of your Commission,
lies in the field of medieal and dental education and research,
and the training of health personnel in other related professions
and vocations. Dalhousie University has the only Faculties
of Medicine and Dentistry, the only School of Nursing which
gives training in Public Health Nursing, the only School of
Pharmacy in the four Atlantic Provinces and other develop-
ments are also under consideration. It is natural that these
professional faculties should have associated with them a num-
ber of other educational and research activities relating to
health. In addition, programmes of education and research
in the Departments of Political Science, Sociology, the In-
stitute lof Public Affairs, and several other departments touch
upon various aspects of the health and welfare of the com-
munity.

2. Founding of Dalhousie Dalhousie University was
founded in 1818 of the idea that a college should be open to all,
regardless of class or creed. In an age when denominational
preference still dominated higher education in Nova Scotia,
this was a novel concept, but one which Lord Dalhousie was
confident would produce a great institution in succeeding
years. It was intended that Dalhousie University would de-
velop in imitation of the University of Edinburgh as a centre
of knowledge relating itself directly to the affairs and needs of
the developing community. Although the primary function
of the University has been to produce educated young men and
women who would be useful servants of society, efforts have
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